CHAPTER  IV
preceding lectures demonstrate the aim of the Society. It is not too much to claim that in this new country very great efforts were being made to promote and to advance chemical thought.
"Woodhouse (1770-1809), pioneer in the advocacy of the new chemistry and in the fostering of the science in the United States, was a native of Philadelphia and a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, where he afterward taught chemistry with credit to himself and his fellows. He is said to have been the first to demonstrate the superiority of Lehigh anthracite coal over the bituminous coal .of Virginia for reliability and heating power. He wrote extensively and was the translator and editor of a number of books relating to the science of chemistry, among which is Chaptal's "Chemistry," edited with copious and most interesting notes. A "Chymical Catechism" was the last but not the least of his writings. His "Young Chemist's Pocket Companion" is, in all probability, the first published guide in experimentation for chemical students. The title page and two pages of directions are here introduced.
Woodhouse, as mentioned, was deeply interested in the establishment of the anti-phlogiston theory, and we find that numerous contributions of Joseph Priestley, which appeared in the '' Transactions of the American Philosophi-
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